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TO THE 


| Is not my intention to make an Apology for my Poem . 
Some will think it needs no Excuſe ; and others will 
recetve none. The Deſign, | am ſure, is honeſt :: but he who 
draws his Pen for one Party, muſt expet to make Enemies of 
the other. For, Wit 'and Fool, are Conſequents of Whig 
and Tory : And every man is a I'ſnave or an Aſs to the con- 
trary fide. There's a [reaſury of Merits in the Phanatick 
Church, as well as in the Papiſt ; and a Pennyworth to be 
had of Saintſbip, Honeſty, _ Poetry, for the Leud, the hac- 
tious, and the Blockheads : But the longeſt Chapter in Deu- 
teronomy, has not Curſes enow for an Anti-Bromingham. 


 MyComfort is, their manifeſt Prejudice to my Cauſe, will ren- 


der their Judgment of leſs Authority againſt me. Tet if a Poeng 
have a Genius, it will force its own reception in the World. 
For there's a ſweetneſs in good Verſe, which T ickles even while 
it Hurts: And, no man can be heartily angry with him, who 
pleaſes him againſt his will. The Commendation of Adverſa- 
ries, is the greateſt Triumph of a Writer ; becauſe it never 
comes unleſs Extorted. But I can be ſatisfied on more eaſy 
termes : If I happen to pleaſe the more Moderate ſort, I ſhall 
be ſure of an honeſt Party ; and, in all probability, of the beſt 
Fudges ; for, the leaft Concern'd, are commonly the leaſt Cor- 
rupt : And, 1 confeſs, I have laid in for thoſe, by rebating the 
Satyre, ( where Juſtice woud allow it ) from carrying too ſharp 
an Edge. They; who can Criticize ſo weakly, as to imagine 1 
have done my Worſt, may be Convinc'd, at their own C oft, that 
T1 can write Severely, with more eaſe, than I can Gently. I 
have but laught at ſome mens Follies, when I coud have de- 
claim'd againft their Vices ; and, other mens Vertues I have 
commended, as freely as I have tax'd their Crimes. And now, 
if yA are a Malitious Reader, I expect you ſhould return wUp- 
on me, that I affeft to be thought more Impartial than I am. 


But, if men are not to be judg'd by their Prefeſſions, God for- 


give you Common-wealths-meri,for projeſſzng ſo plauſibly for 
the Government.” Tou cannot be ſo Unconſcionable, as 19 charge 


me for not 3 ubſcribing of my Name ; . for that woud reflect 


too groſly upon your own Party, who never dare, though they 
have the advantage of a Jury to ſecure them. 1f you like not 


my 


To the Reader. 


ny Poem, the fault may, poſſibly, be in my Writing : (though 
tis hard for an Authour to judge againſt himſelf; But, more 
wobably, 'tis-in your Morals, which cannot bear the truth of 


it. TheViolent, on both ſides, will condemn the Charafer of | 


Abſalom, as either too favourably, or too hardly drawn. But, 
they are not the Violent, whom I deſire to pleaſe. The fault, 
0n the right: hand, is to Extenuate, Palliate and Indulge ; 
and, to confeſs freely, I have endeavour d to commit it. Beſides 
the reſpet which I owe his Birth, I have a greater for his He- 
roique Vertues ; and, David himſelf, coud not be more tender 
of. the Young-man's Life, than I woud be of his Reputation. 
But, fince the moſt excellent Natures are always the moſt eaſy : 
and, as being ſuch, are the ſooneſt perverted by ill Counſels , 
eſpecially when. baited with Fame and Glory ; *tis no more 
a wonder that he withflood not the temptations of Achi- 
tophel , than 4t was for Adam, not go have reſiſted the 
two Devils; the Serpent, and the Woman. The concluſion of 
the Story, I purpoſely forbore to proſecute ; becauſe I coud 
not obtain from my ſelf, to ſbew Abſalom Unfortunate. The 
Frame of it, was cut out, but for a 'Pifure to the Waſt ; and, 
if the Draught be ſo far true, "tis as much as I defign'd. 

Were I the Inventour, who am only the Hiftorian, I ſboud 

certainly conclude the Piece, with the Reconcilement of Ab- 
falom to David. And, who knows but this may come to paſs ? 
. Things were not brought to an Extremity where I left the Story: 
T here ſeems, yet, to be room left for a Compoſure ; hereafter, 
there may only be for pity. I have not, ſo much as an uncha- 
ritable Wiſh againſt Achitophel ; but, am-content to be Ac- 
cus d of a good natur d Errour ; and; ro hope with Origen, 
that the Devil himſelf may, at laft, be Jav'd. For which rea- 
on, in this Poem, he is neither brought to ſet his Houſe in or- 
der, nor to diſpoſe of his Perſon afterwards, as he in Wife 
dom ſhall think fit. God is infinitely merciful ; and his Vice- 
gerent is only not ſo, becauſe he is not Infinite. : 

T he true end of Satyre, is the amendment of Vices bj cor- 
reftion. And he who writes Honeſtly, is no more an Enemy to 
the Offendour, than the Phyfician to the Patient, when he 
preſcribes harſh Remedies to an inveterate Diſeaſe : for thoſe, 
are only in order to prevent the Chyrurgeon's work of an Enſe 
reſcindendum, which I wiſh mot to my very Enemies. To con- 


clude all, If the Body Politique have any Analogy to the Na- 


tural, in my weak. judgment, an At of Oblivion were as ne- 
ceſſary in a Hot, - Diſtemper'd State, as an Opiate woud be in 
a Raging Fever. 
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Before NR was made a fin ; 
| Whenman,on many;multiply 'd his kind, 
' E'r one/to one whs,curſedly conhn'd: 

| Whennatue prompted, aud rio law w_ 4 
Promiſcuous uſe: of Cancubine, and Bride ; 

Then, Iſrael's Monaxch, after Heayen's own heart. 

His vigorqus warmth'did, varionſly, impatr 

To Wives and Slaves: And, wide 'as'his Command, 
Scatter'd his Maker's Image through the Land. 

Michal, of Royal blood, the Crawri did wear, 

A Soyl upgzateful t@ the Tiller's cate; | 

& -::-1 lb Not 


_[T'oGodlike” David; Tevefal Sons*þeb 
. Bus fince like. aves his bed they Ai@ aſcent 
N > Frue Succeſſion couldtheir ſe E nb 2 
Of all this Numerous Progeny Was none” | {Fr 


2] 


Not lo thereſt ; for (everal Mothers bore 


78 Beautiful Iſo brave'as 46/olon;. w/ 5,8; A 
"Whether;-it a(pic'd withfome' Ubines Luz Be 


His Father gor him with a greater Gult ; 

Of, chit ET E ; ny mad ol 
By: mably aufty to ww ar of 
Early in Foreign fields he won Renown, 
With Kings and Statesallydrd T/rael's Crown : 
In Peace the thoughts of W ar he could remove, 
And feem' das he wereGnly By bo fof love. / 
What e'r he did was done with fo mufth eafe,* 
In himalone, *twas Natural to pleaſe. 
His motions all accompanied with grace ; 
And Paradiſe was open'd inhis face, 
With ſecret Joy, indulgent David view'd 
His Youthful Image in his Son renew'd : 
To all his wiſhes nothing he deny'd, 
And mide the Charming Unnabel' his Bride. 
Whart faulcs he had (for who from fiults is free? ) 
His Father-could not, 'or he would not ſeg. / 
Some warm exceſles, which. the Law forts, 
Were conſtru'd Youth that-purg'd by boyling or : 
And Amnon's Murther, by a ſpecious Name, ' 
Was call'd a Juſt Revenge for injur'd Fame. | 
Thus Prais'd, and Lov d, the Noble Youth * remain'd, i 
While David, undiſturb'd, 'in Sion raign'd.” © | 
But Life can never be ſincerely bleft ': Lag Dh 132752 
Heaven puniſhes the bad, and proves che beſt. 

2 Jews, a Headftrong;Moody: Maurmuring race, 

" try'd th'extent and ſtretch of grace ; 


God's 


As evc. 


[3] 


God's pamper'd people.whom,debairch'd with, eaſe, 
No King could govern; nor ng Godcould!pleale ; 
(Gods they had tri'd6f \every,ſhape and; ſize 
That Gads{miths.conld:prodyce; or Priefts:deviſe.) 
Theſe Adam-wits, too fortunately free, 
Began to dream they, wanted hbere;-:-;/-! 
And when:no tule,, no. prehdene-was foiznd 
Of men, by Laws leſs circumſcrjb'd;ang{ bound, 
They led their wild dehires to Woods and Caves, 
And thought thar all, bur Savages were, Slaves. 
They who when Saul wasdead, without a: blow, 
Made fooliſh Isboſheth the Crown forgo ; . ..,.. ' 
Who baniſht David did from Hebron bring, ... 
And, with a General Shout, proclain'd, him King : | 
Thoſe very Jews, who, attheir very beſt, --- 
Their Humour more than Loyalty expreſt, Fn 
Now, wondred why, ſo long, they had ohey'd 
An Idol Monarch which their hands:had, made. _ 
Thought they might ruine him they could create T ic 
Or melt him to that.Golden Calf, a Stare. | 
Bur theſe were randome bolts : No form'd. Deſign, 
Nor Intereſt made the FaCtious Croud to joyn : 
The ſober part of.1ſrazl, free from ſtain, 
Well knew the value of a peaceful raign-: 
And, looking backward with a wiſe afrighr, 
Saw Seames of wounds, diſhoneſt to the fi ghe ; 
In contemplation of whoſe ugly Scars,;, . 
They Curſt the memory of Ciyil Wars... 
The moderate ſort of Men, thus lid, 
Inclin'd the Ballance to the berter fide.;.. 
And David's mildneſs manag'd.it {o wel, 
The Bad found no occaſion to Rebel. . 
But, when to Sin our byaſt Nature lows, 
The careful Devil is flill ac hand wich means; 

And 


[ 4] 


And providently Pimps for ill deſires: _. 
The Good old/ Cauſe reviv'd, a Plot requires. - wlll} 
Plots, true or falſe, are neceffary things, [5 7h! 
To wil up Coniniow-wenlths: andruin Kings: 


Th' inhabitants of old Jeruſalem 2444 07 
Were Jebuſites: the Townſo call'd from them”, 
And their's the Native right----- | > PS.0 
But when the choſen people grew more "RAY 
The rightfil-cauſe ar length became the winey: 
And every loſs the men of Jebus bore, 

They ſtill were thought God's enemies the'1 more. 
Thus, worn atid weaken'd, well or ill content, 
Submit they 'mirft to David's Government : 
Impoveriſht, and depriy 4 of all Command, 
Their Taxes doubled as they loſt their Land; 
And, what washarder yet to fleſh and blood, 
Their God's diſfrac'd, and burnt like common wood. 
This et the Heathen Priefthood 'in a flame; : 
For Prieſts of all Religions are the ſame: 

Of wharſoe'r deſcent their Godhead be, 

Stock, Stone, of other homely pedigree, 

In his defence his Servatitsare as bold 

As if hehad been born of beaten gold. 

The Jewiſh Rabbins cho'their Enemies, 

In this conclude them honeſt men and wile : 

For 'twas their duty, all the Learned think, 
T'eſpoule his Caufe'by whom' they ear aid drink. 
From hence began tha Plot, the Nation's Curſe, 
Bad in it ſelf, bur repteſenred worle. 

Rais'd in extremes, 4ti&in extremes; decry'd ; 
With Oaths aff, wich dying Yows deny 'd. 
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ES] 
Not weighd, or winnow'd by the multitude; 
But ſwallow'd in the Maſs, unchew'd and Crude. 
Some truth there was, but daſh'd and brew'd with lyes; 
To pleaſe the Fools, and puzzle all the Wile. 
Succeeding times did equal folly call, 
Believing nothing or believingall. 
THh' Eg yptian Rights the Febufits umbrac'd ; 
VVhere Gods were recommended by their Taſt. 
Such favory Deities muſt needs be good, 
As ſerv'd at once f&r worſhip and for food. 
By force they could not introduce theſe Gods ; 
For ten to one, in former days was odds. 
So fraud was us'd, (the Sacrificers trade,) 
Fools are more hard to conquer than perſwade. 
Their buſie Teachers mingled with the Fews 3 
And rak'd for Converts, even the Court and Stews: 
VYhich Hebrew Prieſts the more unkindly took, 
Becauſe the Eleece accompanies the Flock. 
Some thought they, God's Anointed meant-to ſlay 
By Guns, invented {ince full many aday : 
Our Author ſwears it not; burwhocan know 
How far the Devil and Jebuſ ts may go? | 
This Plot which fail'd tor want of common. Senſe, 
Had yet a deep and dangerous conſequence : 
For, as when raging Feyers bail the blood ; 
The ſtanding Lake ſoon floats into a flood; 
And every hoſtile Hnmour, which before 
Slept quiet 1n rs channels, bubbles o'r : 
So ſeveral factions from ths firſt ferment, 
VVork up po toam, and threat the Government. 
Some by their friends,amare by themſelves thought wiſc 
Oppos'd the Powcr,.-to which they could not wy 


Some had .n Courts been great,and thrown from thence, 
Like Feinds, were narden'd.jn Impenitence, 


C Some 


[5 ] 


Some by their Monarch's fatal mercy grown, 
From Pardon'd Rebels, Kinfmen to the Throne ; 
Were rais'd in Power and publick Office high : 
Strong Bands,: if Bands ungratcfull men could tye. 
Of theſe the falſe Achitophel was firſt : 

A Name to all ſucceeding Ages CurRt. 

For cloſe Defigns, and crooked Counſell fit ; 
Sagacious, Bold, and Turbulent of wit: 

Reſtleſs, unfixt in Principle and pi 

In Power unpleas'd, impatient of Diſgrace. 
A ficry Soul, which working our 1ts I 


| Fretted the Pigmy Body to decay : 

And o'r inform'd the Tenement of Clay. 

A daring Pilot in extremity ; 

Pleas'd with the Danger, when the Waves went high 
He ſought the Storms; but for a Calm unfir, 
Would Steer too nigh the Sands, to boaſt his Wir. 
Great Wits are ſure to Madnefs ricar ally'd ; 

And thin Partitions do their Bounds divide: 

Elſe, why ſhoald he, with Wealth and Honour bleft, 
Refuſe his Ave the needful hours of Reſt? | 
Puniſh a Body which he coud not pleaſe; 
Bankrupt of - Lite, yer Prodigal of Eafc? 

And all to leave, whar with his Toyl he won, 
To that unfeather'd, rwo Leg'd thing, a Son : 
Got, while his Soul did hudled Notions try; 
And born a ſhapeleſs Lump, like Anarchy. 

In Friendſhip Falſe, Implacable in! Hate : 
Reſoly'd to Ruine or to Rule the State. 

To Compaſs this the Triple Bond he broke ;' 

The Pillars of the publick Safety ſhook : ; 

And fitted Ijrae! for a Foreign Yoke. 

Then, ſeiz'd with Fear, yet ſtill aftefting Fame, 


Aſſun'd a Patriott's All-attoming Name. 
Oh, 


108 
Oh, had he been-contene to ſerve the Crown, 
With vertucs onely proper to the Gown ; 
Or, had the ragknels of the Soyl been freed 
From Cockle, that oppreſt the noble ſeed : 
David, tor him his tunefull Harp had ſtrung, 
And Heaven had wanted one Immortal ſong, 
But wild Ambition loves to ſlide not ſtand ; 
And Fortuncs Ice prefers to Vertues Land : 
fchitophel, grown weary to polleſs 
A lawtull Favs and lazy Happineſs; 
Diſdain'd the Golden fruit to gather free, 

And lent the Crowd his Arm to ſhake the Tree. 
Now, manifeſt of Crimes, contriv'd long lince, 
He ſtood at bold Defiance with his Prince : 
Held up the Buckler of the Peoples Cauſe, 
Againſt the Crown; and ſculk'd behind the Laws. 
The wiſh'd occation of the Plot he takes, 

Some Circumſtances finds, but more he makes. 
By. buzzing Emiflaries, fills the cars 

Of liſtning Crowds, with Jealoſics and Fears 
Of arbitrary Counſels brought to light, 

And provesthe King hinaſclk a Jebajite: 

Weak Arguments! which yet he knew fulwell, 
Were Rrong with People calic to rebell. 

For, govern'd by, the Moex, the giddy Zews 

Tre at che ſame track when ſhe the Prune renews: 
And once in twenty Years, their Scribes Record, 
By natural Inſtinct chey change their Lord. 
Achitophel (till wants a Cluet, and none 

Was tound ſo fit'as warlike Abſalon : 


Not that he wiſh'd has greatnels to create, 
(For Polititians nexther love.nor hate :) 
But, for he knew, his Title notallow'd, 
Would keep him Rl depending onthe Crowd: 
That 
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That Kingly power, thus cbbing out, might be 
Drawn to the dregs ofa Democracy. 

Him he attempts, with ſtudied Arrs to pleaſe, 
And ſheds his Venome, in ſuch words as theſe. 


Auſpicious Prince ! at whoſe nativity 
Some Royal Planet rul'd the Southern SkP; 
Thy longing Countries Darling and Deſire; 
Their cloudy Pillar, and their guardian Fire : 
Their ſecond Moſes, whoſe extended Wand 
Shuts up the Seas, and ſhews the pronuf'd Land . 
Whoſe dawning Day, 1n every diſtant Age, 
Has exercisd the Sacred Prophets rage : 
The Peoples Prayer, the glad Diviners Theam, 
The Young mens Viſion, and the Old mens Dream ! 
Thee, Saviour, Thee, the Nations Vows confeſs ; 
And, never fatisfi'd with ſeeing, bleſs : 
Swift unbeſpoken Pomps thy Reps proclaim, 
And ſtammering babes are taught to liſp thy Name. 
How long wiltthou the general Joy detain ; 
Starve and defraud the People of thy Reign ? 
Content ingloriouſly to paſs thy days, 
Like one of Vertues fools that feeds on Praiſe ; 
Till thy freſh Glories, which now ſhine ſo bright, 
Grow Stale and Tarniſh with our daily fight. - 
Bcheve me, Royal Youth, thy Fruit muſt be, 
Or gather'dripe;- or rot upon the Tree. 
Heav'n, has toall allotred, ſoon or late, 
Some lucky Reyglution of their Fate : 
Whoſe motions, if we watch and guide with Skill, 
(For humane Good depends on humane Y Vil, ) 
Our Fortune rolls, as from a ſmooth deſcenr, 
And, from the farſt impreſſion, takes the bent : © 


# ' wr —- - 


But 


[9] 
But, it unſeiz'd, ſhe glides away like wind, 
And leaves repenting Folly far behind. 
Now, now ſhe meets you, with a glorious prize, 
And ſpreads her Locks before her as ſhe flies. 
Had thus Old David, from whoſe Loyns you ſpring, 
Not dar'd, when Fortune call'd him, to be King, 
Art Gath an Exile he might ſtill remain, 
And Heavens Anointing Oyl had been invain. 
Let his ſucceſsful Youth your hopes engage, 
Bur ſhun th* example of Declining Age : 
Behold him ſerting in his Weſtern Skies, 
The Shadows lengthning as the Vapours riſe. 
He is not now, as when on Jordan's Sand | 
The Joyful People throng'd to ſee him Land, 
Cov'ring the Beach, and blackning all the Strand : 
Bur, like the Prince of Angels from his height, 
Comes tumbling downward with dimini{h'd light , 
Betray'd by one poor Plot to publick Scorn, 
(Our only Bleſling fince his Curlt Return -) 
Thoſe heaps of People which one Sheat did bind, 
Blown off and ſcatter'd by a puff of Wind. 
Whar ſtrength can he to your Deſigns oppole, 
Naked. of Friends, and round belet with Foes ? 
If Pharaoh's doubtful Succour he ſhould uſe, 
A Foreign Aid woud more Incenle the Jews ; 
Proud A#gypt woud diſſembled Friendſhip bring ; 
Foment the War, bur not ſupport the Kang : 
Nor woud the Royal Party e'r unite 
With Pharaoh's Arms, taflilt the Jebuſite ; 
Or if they ſhoud, their Intereſt ſoon woud break, 
And with ſuch odious Aid make David weak; 
All ſorts of men by ry ſuccesful Arts, 
Abhorring Kings, eſtrange their alter'd Hearts, 


D | Frotn 


[10] 
From David's Rule : And 'ris the general Cry, 
Religion, Common-wealth, and Liberty. 
If you as Champion. of the publick Good, 
Add to their Arms a Chief of Royal Blood; 
What may not Iſrael hope, and what Applauſe 
Might ſuch a General gain by ſuch a Cauſe ? 
Not barren Praiſe alone, that Gaudy Flower, 
Fair only to the fight, but ſolid Power : 
And Nobleris a limited Command, 
Giv'n by the Love of all your Native Land, 
Than a Succeifive Title, Long, and Dark, 
Drawn from the Mouldy Rolls of Noah's Ark. 


What cannot Praiſe effe&t in Mighty Minds, 
When Flattery Sooths, and when Ambition Blinds! 
Deſire of Power, on Earth a Vitious Weed, 

Yer, ſprung from High, is of Czleſtial Seed : | 
In God 'tis Glory : And when men aſpire, - nia 
'Tis but a Spark too much of Heavenly Fire. 
Th Ambitious Youth, too Covetous of-Fame, 
Too full of Angels Metal in his Frame ; 
Unwarily was led from Vertues ways ; 
Made Drunk with Honour,and Debauch,'d with Praiſe. 
Half loath, and half conſenting to the Ill, 

(For Loyal Blood within him ſtrugled fill) 

He thus reply'd------And what Pretence have 
To take up Arms for Publick Liberty? 

My Father Governs with unqueſtion'd Right ; 
The Faiths Defender, and Mankinds Delight : | 
Good, Gracious, Juſt, obſervant of the Laws; 
And Heav'n by Wonders has Eſpous'd his Cauſe. 
Whom has he wrong'd in all his Peaceful Reign ? 
Who ſues for Juſtice to his Throne in Vain ? 


What 


[1 | | 
What Millions has he ENG? of his Foes, ; 
Whom Jult Revenge did to his Wrath expole ? 
Mild, Eafie, Humble, Studious of our Good ; 
Enclin'd to Mercy, and avetle from Blood, 
If Mildnels ill with Stubborn Tſrael Suir, 
His Crime is God's beloved Attribute. 
What could he gain, his People to Betray, 
Or change his Right for Arbitrary Sway ? 
Let Haughty Pharaoh Curle with ſuch a Reign, 
His fruitful Nile, and Yoak a Servile Train. 
If David's Rule Jeruſalem Diſpleaſe, 
The Dog-ſtar heats their Brains to this Diſeaſe. 
Why then ſhoud I, Encouraging the Bad, 
Turn Rebel, and run Popularly Mad ? 
VVere he a Tyrant who, by Lawleſs Might, 
Opprelt the Jews, and Rais'd the Jebuſite, 
VVell might I Mourn , but Natures Holy Bands 
VVoud Curb my Spirits, and Reſtrain my Hands : 
The People might aflert their Liberty , 
But what was Right in them, were Crime in me: 
His Favour leaves me nothing to require ; 
Prevents my VViſhes , and out-runs Deſire. 
VVhat more can I expect while David lives, 
All but his Kingly Diadem he gives ; 
And that : But there he Paus'd ; then Sighing, ſaid; 
Is Juſtly Deſtin'd for a VVorthier Head. 
For when my Father from his Toyls ſhall Reſt, 
And late augment the Number of the Bleſt ; 
His Lawful Iflue ſhall the Throne aſcend, 
Or the Collateral Line where that ſhall end, 
His Brother, though Oppreſt with Yulgar Spight, 
Yet. Dauntleſs and Secure of Native Right, 
Of every Royal Vertue ſtands poſſeſt;; 
Still Dear to all the Braveſt,and the Beft: 
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His Courage Foes, his Friends his Truth proclaim 
His Loyalty the King, the World his Fame. 
His Mercy even th'Offending Crowd will find, 
For ſure he comes of a Forgiving Kind. 
Why ſhoud.I then repine at Heavens Decree, 
Which gives me no Pretence to Royalty ? 
Yet oh that Fate propitioully enclin'd, 
Had rais'd my Birth, or had debas'd my Mind; 
To my large Soul, not all her Treo(ure lent, 
And then Betray'd it to a mean Deſcent. 
[ find, I find my mounting Spirits bold, 
And David's Part diſdains my Mothers Mold. 
Why am I Scanted by a Niggard Birth, 
My Soul Diſclaims the Kindred of her Earth : 
And-made for Empire, Whiſpers me within ; 
Deſire of Greatneſs is a Godlike Sin. 


Him Staggering ſo when Hells dire Ageat found, 
While fainting Vertue Scarce maintain'd her Ground. 
He pours freſh Forces in, and thus Replies : 

Th'Erernal God Supreamly Good and Wiſe, 
[Imparts not theſe Prodigious Gitcs in vain ; 

VVhat Wonders are Reſery'd to bleſs your Reign 2 
; Againſt your will your Argumenrs have ſhown, 
Such Vertue's only given to guide a Throne. 

Not that your Father's Mildneſs I condemn ; 

But Manly Force becomes the Diadem. 

'Tis true, he grants the People all they crave; 
And more perhaps than Subjects ought to have : 
For Laviſh Grants ſuppoſe a Monarch tame, 

And more his Goodneſs than his Wit proclaim. 

Bur when ſhoud People ſtrive their Bonds to break, 
[t nor when Kings are Negligent or VVeak; 


Let 
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Let him give oa till he can give no more, 
The Thrifty Sanhedrin ſhall keep him poor : 
And every Sheckle which he can receive, 
| Shall coſt a Limb of his Prerogative. 
To ply him with neyy Plots , ſhall be my care, 
Or plunge him deep in ſome Expenſive War; 
Which when his Treaſure can no more Supply, 
He muſt, wich the Remains of Kingſhip, buy. 
His faichful Friends, our Jealouſies and Fears, 
Call Jebuſites ; and Pharaoh's Pentioners : 
Whom, when our Fury from his Aid has torn, 
He {hall be Naked left to publick Scorn. 
The next Succeſibr, whom I fear and hate, 
My Arts have made Obnoxious tothe State ; 
Tura'd all his Yertues to his Overchrow, 
And gain'd our Elders to pronounce a Foe. 
His: Right, for Sums of neceſſary Gold, 
Shall firſt be Pawn'd; and afterwardsbe Sold : 
Till cime ſhall Ever-wanting David draw, 

To pals your doubtful Title into Law: 

If not ; the, People have a Right Supreme 
To make their Kings; for Kings are made for them. 
All Empire:is no more than Pow'r in Truft, 
Which when:reſum'd;'can be no'longer Juſt. 
Succeſſion, for the .geiieral Good delign'd, 
In its own'wrong & Nation cannot bind : 
If altering that; ' the People can relieve, 
Better one -Suffer, thati'a Mittion-grieve. 
The Jews well know their power : e'r Sayl they Choſe, 
God waz-thevr King,” and God they durſt Depole, 
Urge now y6ur Piery, your Fifiil Name, 
A Father's Right,” and fear of fire Fame ; 7508 
The publick G60; that Univerfit Cal), 
To 0 which Heavit ' Submitted,” anfoyers all. 
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' Nor let his Love Enchant your generous Mind ; 

*Tis Natures trick to Propagate her Kind. 

Our fond Begetters, who woud never dye, 

Love but themſelves in their Poſteriry. 

Or ler his Kindneſs by th* EffeCtsbe try'*d, 

Or let him, lay/ his vain Pretence aſide. 

God ſaid he loy'd your Father ; coud he bring 

A better Proof, than to Anoint him King ? 

It ſurely ſhew'd he lov'd the Shepherd well, 

Who gave ſo fair a Flock-as T/rael. Ty 

Woud David-haye yon thought his Darling Son ? 
What means he then, to Alienate the Crown'? 

The name of Godly he may bluſh to bear : 

"Tis after God's-own heat to Cheat his Heir. 

He to his Brother gives Supreme Command; '' 
To you a Legacy of Barren Land : 

Perhaps th* old Harp,on which he thrums his Layes : 

Or ſome dull, Hebrew Ballad in your Praiſe... 

Then the next Heir, a Prince, Severe and Wiſe, 4 
Already looks on you with Jealous Eyes; - . 
Sees through the thin Diſguiſes of -your Arts, 

And marks. your Progreſs 3 in the Peoples Hearts. 
Though now his mighty, Soul its Grief contains; 

He meditates Revenge: who leaſt Complains, 

And like a Lyon lumbrigg 1 in the way, | 
Or Sleep diſlembling, white he waits his Prey,-: 
His fearleſs Foes within his Diſtance draws; _ LU 
Conſtrains his Roaring, and Contradts his Paws 

Till at the laſt, his time for, Fury, found; | 

He ſhoots with, ſudden Vengeance Cont FO bo: ) 
The Proſttate Vulgar, ;paſles. o'r, and Spares; 170: 4p 
But with a Lordly Rage, his Hunress: tears, > 


Your Caſe no tame Fapedients will affords ;!- Joild, | 
Reſolve on Death, ov Conguelt by rhe Sea. ol 


- a —— 2 


cw ww c=C A IO". PO. 1 


_— . - 0 ———_— b 


—— = wAw  vHO©va@eaw-. . 6 mn 


[15 ] 
Which for. no leſs a Stake than Life, you Draw ; 
And Self-defence is Natures Eldelt Law. 
Leave the warm People no Conſidering time ; 
For then Rebellion may be thought a Crime, 
Prevail your ſelf of whar Occaſion gives, 
Bur try your Title while your Father lives : 
And that your Arms may have a fair Pretence, 
Proclaim, you take them in the Kings Defence : 
Whoſe Sacred Life each minute. woud Expole, 
To Plors, from ſeeming Friends, and ſecret Foes. 
And who can ſound. the depth of David's Soul ? 
Perhaps his fear, his kindneſs may Controul. 
He fears his Brothex,' though he loves his Son, 
For plighted Vows too late too be undone. 
If fo, by force he wiſhes-to be gain'd, 
Like womens Leachery , ap ſeega Conſtrain'd; 
Doubt not, but when he moſt affects the Frown, 
Commit a-pleaſing, Rape uppa the Croyn, 
Secure his Perlog.to;ſecure your Cauſe; 
They who poſſeſs the Prince,  poſlefs the Laws, 


He ſaid, and this Advice aboye the reft, ' - 
With Abſolom's Mild nature. ſuited beſt 
Unblam'd of Life (Ambition ſer afide,) - 
Not ſtain'd with Cnelty, nor; puft with Pride; 
How happy had he been, if Deſtiny 
Had higher plac'd his Birth, or not-ſo high 


His Kingly Vertues might haye'claim'd a-Throne,' 


And bleſt all othex Countries but his own :./ 
But charming Greatneſs, ſince {o few refule ; 
"Tis Juſter co:Lamaat him, than Aecuſe,: ! 
Strong ware his hage3,2Ripalina.remove, 
Wirh blandiſhments.co.gain 4he gublick Love; 


”- 3 ; £& 
» @© *, ©, *p*, [4 : " 
1 J&10% Vi , , . ; {3 
% 


[16 ] 
To Head the FaQtion while their Zeal was hot, 
And Populatly proſecute the Plot. 

To farther this, Achitophe! Unites 

The Malecontents of all the 1ſraelites ; 

VVhole differing Parties he could wiſely Joyn, 

For ſeveral Ends, to ſerve the ſame Delign. 

The Beſt, and of the Princes ſome were ſuch, 
VVho thought the power of Monarchy too much : 
Miſtaken Men, and Patriots in their Hearts. 

Not VVicked, bur Seduc'd by Impious Arts. 

By theſe the Springs of Property were bent, 

And wound ſo high, they &rack” d the Government. 
The next for beret ſought t 'embroil the State, 
To ſell their Duty at a dearer rate ; 

And maketheir Jewiſh? Markets of | the Throne, 

Pretendins publick Good; to lerye their own. 
Others thorghr Kings a inwſdeft heavy Load, 
VVho Coſt <06'mnch,* zhd did*tvo little Good. 

Theſe were for laying honeRt''Dabif 4. 

On Principles ef 'pure-goad Hucbandry. 

VVith them joyn 'dall th' Haranguers of the Throng 

Thar thought to'ger Preferment by the T ongue. 

VVho follow next, a double Dangek bring, 

Not only hating David,” but the King, 

The Solynam Rout, well Verſt-of old, 

In Godly Faction, endin Treefon bold ; 

Cowring, and Quaking ar't Conquerors Swiotd, 

But Lofop to aLawful Price Reſtor'd ; 

Saw with Difdain an Ethmek Plot begun, 

And Scorn'd'by Jabufires to be Owttfone: 

Hot Levites Headed theſe; who MPEbefte"” Ah 

From th' Ark ,avhich irpthls Judges Unys _ Bore. 
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Reſum'd:rhievr Cant; Ad withsZ2edou 
Purſue their old belov 'd Theocracy.: 
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Where Sanhedrin and Prieſt inſlav'd the Nation, 
And juſtifi'd their Spoils by Infpiration , 

For who ſo fit for Reign as Aaror's Race, 

It once Dominion they could found in Grace? 
Theſe led the Pack ; tho not of ſurcſt ſcent, 

Yet deepeſt mouth'd againſt the Government. 

A numerous Hoſt of dreaming Saints ſucceed ; 

Of the true old Enthuſiaſtick breed : 

'Gainſt Form and Order they their Power employ; 
Nothing to Build and all things to Deſtroy. | 

But far more numerous was the herd of ſuch, 
Who think too little; and who talk too much. 
Theſe, out of meer inſtinct, they knew not why, 
Ador'd their fathers God, and Property : 
And, by the fame blind benefit of Fate, | 
The Devil and the Jebuſite did hate : 

Born to be ſay'd, even in their own deſpight ; 
Becauſe they could not help believing righr. - 
Such were the tools ; but a whole Hydra more 
Remains, of ſprouting heads too long, to ſcore. 
Some of their Chicts were Princes of the Land: 

In the firſt Rank of theſe did Zimri ſtand : 

A man ſo various, that he ſeem'd to be 
- Notone, but all Mankimds Epitome. 

. Stiffan Opinions, always in the wrong; 
Was every thing by ſtarts, and nothing long : 
But, in the courſe af one revolving Moon, 

Was Chymaiſt, - Fidler, States-Man, and Buffoon : 
Then all for Women, Painting, Rhiming, Drinking ; 
Beſides ten thouſand freaks that dy'd in thinking. 
Bleſt Madman, who coud every hour employ, 
With ſomething New to wiſh, or to enjoy ! 

Rayling and praiſing were his uſual Theams ; 


And both (to ſhew his Judgment ) in Extreams : 
| F 


[-18 ] 
So over Violent, or over Civil, | 
That every man, with him, was God or Devil. 
In ſquandring, Wealth was his peculiar Arr: 
Nothing went unreyarded, burDeferticr:e fl 09 31 
Begger'd by. Fools, whom ſtill, be unde Lin 4 
He had his Jeſt, and they had his.Eftate:: '!. - 
He laught himſclf from Court; thenſoughr Rekeif 
By torming Parties, but coud ne're: be Chiet: 
For, ſpight.of him, the weight of Buſincſs tel] 
On Abſahom. and wiſe Achitophel : 
Thus, wipked bur i in will, of means berett, 
He lefr not Faction, but of that was ctr. 


Titles and Names 'twere tediqus to:Reherſe 

Of Lords, below the Dignity of Verlc. 

| Wits warriors Common-wealthſmen, were the beſt : 
Kind Husbands and meer Nobles all the reſt. 

And, therefore in the name of Dulneſs, be 

The well hung Balaam and cold Caleb free. 

And Canting Nadab let Oblivion damn, 

Who made new porridge for the Paſchal Lamb. 

Lect Friendſhips holy band ſome Names aſſure: 
Some their own, Worth, and ſome let Scorn ſecure. 
Nor ſhall the Raſcall Rabble here have Place, 
Whom Kings no Titles gave, and God no Grace : 
Not Bull-fac'd-7onas, who could -Statutes. draw 

| To mean Rebellion, and make Treaſon Law. 

But he, tho bad, is followd by a wor, 

The wretch, who Heavens Annqinted dar'd to:Curdc. 
Shimei, whoſe carly Youth did Promuſe "__ 

Did with bows Expenſive Sins xe{pain, 

And never broke che Sabbath, but for Gain: 


Nor 
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Nor ever was heknowtran dd, fo ven, 20 
Or Curſe unleſs againft the Goverrimient. 

Thus heaping Welch, by the moſt ready way 73 
Among the Jews, which was to Cheat and Pray z, * > 
The City,” to rewatdhispi Plofis ' Hate 

Againſt his Maſter; -thofc him Magiſtrate: 

His Hand 4 Vare'of Juſtice did uphold ; 

His Neck was loadcd with a Chain of Gold. 
During his Office, Treaſon was no Crime. 

The Soris'df Belial had a'glorious Time : 

For Shimei, though hot prodigal of pelf, 

Yct loy'd his wicked Neighbour as himſelf: 

When two or three were gather'd to declaim} 
Againſt-the' Monarch of Ferwuſalem, 
Shimei was always in-the midft of them. 

And, they Curſt the King when he was by, 
Woud rather Curſe; than break good Company. 
If any durſt his Fa&tious Friends accuſe, 

He pact a Jury of diffenting Jews : | 

Whoſe fellow-feeling, in the godly Cauſe, 


For Rawsarconly made to Puniſh thoſe, 

Who ſerve the King, and to prote&t his Foes. 

If any leiſure tire he'had from Power, 
(Becabſe 'tis Sintto:mifimploy an hour ) 

His buſineſs was, by Writing, to Perſuade, 
That Kings were Uſeleſs, andl a Clog to Trade : 
And, that his noble Stile he might refine, | 
No Rechabite more ſhund the furnes'of Wine. 
Chaſt were his Cellars, and'his Shricyal Board 
The Groſsnefs of a City Feaſt abhor'd : 

His Cooks,with long diftiſe, their Trade forgot ; 
Cool was his Kitchen, tho his Brains yere hot. 


Would free the faffring Saint from Humane Laws. 


Such 
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Such frugal Vertue Malice may acculc, 

Bur ſurc 'twas neceſſary to the Jews: 

For Towns once burnt, ſuch Magiſtrates tequire 
As dare not rempt Gods Providence by firc. 

Witk Sviricual food he fed his Servants well, 
Burt free from fleſh, that made theJews Rebel: 
And Moſes's Law: hs held in more account, 
For forty day s of Faſting in the Mount. 

To ſ>cak the reſt, who vetter arc forgot, 
Would evrea well brearh'd d Witneſs of the Plot : 
Yet, Corah, thou alt from Oblivion paſs ; 

Ercct thy iclf, 3:0 Monumental Brafs : 

High as the Serpent of thy mettall made, 
Whule Nations ſtand ſecure beneath thy ſhade. 
What tho his Birth were baſe, yet Comets riſc 
From Earthy Vapours cre they ſhine in Skies. 
Prodigious Actions may as well be done 

By Weavers iſſue, as by Princes Son. - 

Tins Arch-Atteſtor for the Publick Good, 

By that one Deed Enobles all his Bloud. 

Who ever ask'd the Witneſſes high race, 
Whoſe Oath with Martyrdom did Stephen grace? 
Ours was a Levite, and as times went then, 

His Tribe were Godalmughtys Gentlemen. 

Sunk were his Eyes, his Voyce was harſh and loud, 
Sure: ſigns he neither Cholerick was, nor Proud: 
His Jong Chin proy'd his Wit; his Saintlike Grace 
A Church Vermilion, anda Moſes's Face; 

His Memory, nuraculouſly great, 

Could Plots, cxcecding mans bclict, repeat ; 
Vhuch, therefore cannot be accounted Lies, 

For humanc Wit.could neyer ſuch deviſe. 

Some fitture Truths are mingled in.his Book; 
Bur, where the witneſs faild, the Prophet Spoke: 
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Some things like Viſionary flights appear ; 
The Spirit caught humup, the Lord knows where : 
And gave him his Rabinical degree 
Unknown to Foreign Univerſity. 
His Judgment yet Iis Memory did excel ; 
Which peic'd his wondrous Evidence fo well : 
| And ſuited ro the temper of the times ; 
Then groaning under Jebuſitick Crimes. 
Let Iſraels foes ſuſpe&t his heav'nly call, 
And raſhly judge his wit Apocryphal ; 
Our Laws for ſuch affronts have fortfcits made: 
He takes his life, who'takes away his trade. 
Were Inv ſelt in witneſs Corahs place, 
The wretch who d1d me ſuch a dire diſgrace, 
Should whet my memory, though once forgor, 
To make him an Appendix of my Plot. 
His Zcal to heav'n, made him his Prince deſpiſe, 
And load ins perſon with indignnies : 
Bur Zccal peculiar priviledg affords; 
indulging latitude to deeds and words. 
And Corah 'mught for Agag's murther call, 
In terms as courſe as Samuel us'd to Sal. 
What others in his Evidence did Joyn, 
{ The beſt that could be had for love or coyn, ) 
In Corah's own predicament will fall : 
For witneſs 18 a Common Name to all. 


Surrounded thus with Freinds of every fort, 
Deluded Abſalom,forſakes the Court : 
Imparient of high hopes, urgd with renown, 
” And Fird with riear poſſeſſion of a Crown, 

Th admiring Croud are dazlcd with ſurprize, 
And on his goodly perſon feed their eyes: 


Dif- 
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Difſembling Joy, he ſets himſelf to ſhow ; 
On cach ſide bowing popularly low : 
His looks, his geſtures, and his words he frames, 
And with familiar caſe repeats their Names. 
Thus, form by Nature, furniſh'd out with Arts. 
He glides unfelt into their ſecret hearts : 
Then with a kind compaſſionating look, 
And ſighs, beſpeaking pity ere he ſpoak : 
Few words he ſaid ; but caſy thoſe and fit : 
More {low than Hybla drops, and far more ſweet. 


i mourn, my Countrymen, your loſt Eſtate; 
Tho far unable to preyent your face : 

Behold a Baniſht man, for your dear cauſe 
Expos a prey to Arbitrary laws ! 

Yetoh! thatI aſone cou'd be undone, 

Cur oft from Empire, and no more a Son! 
Now all your Liberties a ſpoil arc made ; 

Ag ypt and 7 yrus intercept your Trade, 

And Jebulites your Sacrcd Rites invade. 

My Father, whom with reverence yet I name, 
Charnrd into Faſc, 1s carelcfs of his Fame: 
And, brib'd with petty ſums of Forreign Gold, 
Is grown .in Bathſbeba's Embraces old : 

Exalts his Enenues, Is Freinds deſtroys : 

And all his pow'r agauſt himſelt employs. 

He gives, and let him give my right away : 
Bur why ſhould he his own, and-yours betray ? 
He only, he can make the Nation bleed, 

And he alone from my revenge is freed. 

Take then my tcars (with that he wipd his Eyes) 
"Tis all the Aid my preſent power ſupplics : 
No Court Informer can theſe Arms accuſe, 
Theſe Arms may Sons againſt their Fathers uſe, 


And, 
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And, tis my wiſh, the next Succeſſors Reign 
May make no other Ifſraclite complain. 


Youth, Beauty, Graceful Action, ſeldom fail : 
Bur Common Intereſt always will preyall : 

And pity never Ceaſes to be ſhown 

To him, who makes the peoples wrongs his own. 
The Croud, (that ſtill believes their Kings oppreſs) 
With lifred hands their young Meſſiah bleſs: 
Who now begins his Progreſs to ordain ; 

With Chariots, Horſemen, and a numerous train : 
From Eaſt to Weſt his Glories he diſplaics : 

And, like the Sun, the promisd land ſurvays. 
Fame runs betore him, as the morning Star ; 
And ſhouts of Joy ſalute him from afar : 

Each houfe receives him as a Guardian God ; 

And Conſecrates the Place of his aboad : 

But hoſpitable treats did moſt Commend 

Wiſe Iſachar, his wealthy weſtern friend. 

This moving Court, that caught the peoples Eyes. 
Andſecm'd but Pomp, did other ends diſguiſc : 
Achitophel had form'd it, with intent 

To ſound the depth, and fathom where it went - 
The Pcoples hearts, diſtinguiſh Friends from Foes ; 
And try their ſtrength, before they came to blows: 
Yet all was colour'd with a ſmooth pretence 

Of ſpecious love, and duty to their Prince. 
Religion, and Redreſs of Grievances, 

Two names,that always cheat and always pleaſe, 
Arc often urg'd; and good King Davids lite 
Indangerd by a Brother and a Witc. 

Thus, in a Pageant Show, a Plot is made ; 

And Peace it ſelf is War in Maſquerade. 
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Oh fooliſh Iſrael! never warn'd by 1ll, 

Still che ſame baite, and circumvented ſtill! 

Did ever men forſake their preſent caſe, 

In midſt of health Imagine a: deſeaſc; 

Take pains Contingent muſchuets to torclec, 

Make Heirs for Monarks, and tor God decree? 
Whar ſhall we think !, can Pcople give away 

3oth tor themſclves and Sons, their Naive {way ? 
Then they arc lctt Defenſleſs, ro the Sword 

Ot each unbounded Arbitrary Lord : 

And Laws arc vain, by .which we Right enjoy, 

I Kings unqueſtiond can thoſe laws deſtroy. 
Yer, if the Crowd be Judge of fit and Juſt, 

And Kings arc oncly Othcers in truſt, 

hen this refiiming Cov'nant was declar'd 

When Kinzs werc made; - or 1s far cver bard : 

It thoſe who gave the Scepter, coud not tye 

By their owndecd. tacir own Poſtexity, 

How then coua 4:/am bind his future Race? 

How coud tus tagteit on mankind take place ? 

Or how coud hay enly Juſtice Yamn us all, 

Who nere cc onſcnecd © our Fathers tall? 

Then Kurgs are ayes to, thoſe whomi- they Command, 
And Tenants to.cheir Peoples pleaſure Rand. 

Thar Pow'r, whichis-for Property :atlowd, 

is mifchervoully cated inthe Crowd: 

For who can be ſecure of private: Right, 

[t Soveragn ſway may bediflolv'd by might * 
Nor :5 the Peopics Judgment always true : 

The moſt may &xr-as\grofly as the few. 

And tauljtleſs Kings run down, by Common Cry, 
For Vice, Opprethon, :and for Tyranay. © © 
What Standard.3% there in a fickle rout, 

Which, flowing to the mark, runs faſter out ? 
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Nor only Crowds;-þut Sanhedrins may be 
Intected with this:publick Lunacy: - . . 

And Share the madneſs of Rebellious ximes, 

To Murther Monarchs for Imagin'd.crimes. 
If they may Give and Take when &'r they pleaſc; .. 
Not Kings alone,:'(the Godheads Images,) 

But Government « ſelf at length muſt fall 

To Natures ſtate; whereall-have Right to all, 

Yet, grantour Lords the People Kings can make, 
What Prudent men a ſetled Throne woud ſhake ?. 
For whatſoe'r their Sufferings were þefare, 

That Change they Covet makes ther ſufter more. 
All other Errors but difturba State; - -: 

But Innovation is the Blow of Fats. :,' 

If ancient Fabricks nod, and threat to fall, 

To Patchthe Flaws, and Buttrefs up the Wall, 
Thus far'tis Duty ; buthere fix the Mark +. 

For all beyond it is to touch our Ark. '' | 
To change Foundations, : caſt the Frame anew, . 
Is work for Rebels who baſe Ends purſue: 

At once Divine and Humane Laws controul ; 
And mend the: Parts by ruine of the Whole. 

The Tampering World is ſubject tothis Curl; 

To Phylſick _—_ Diſcaſe into a worle.- ; 


Now what Relief can Rightrous Devil bring ? 
How Fatall *tis to be too good a- King! | 
Friends he has few, ſo high the Madneſs grows, 
Who dare be ſuch, muſt be the Peoples Foes: 
Yet ſomethere were, cy'nm the worſt. of days ; 
Some let me name, and Naming is to praiſe: 


In this ſhort File BarziYai firſt appears ; 
Barzllai crown'd with Honour and with Years : 


H 
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Long ſince, the riſing Rebells he withſtood 
In Regions Waſte, beyond the Fordans Flood : 
Unfortunately Brave to buoy theSrate ; 
But ſinking underneath his Maſters Exte: 
In Exile with his Godlike Prince he Mourn'd ; 
For him he Suffer'd, and with him Return d. 
The Court he pra&is'd, not the Courrtier's art: 
Large was his Wealth, bur larger was his Heart : 
Which, well the Nobleſt Objects knew to chooſe, 
The Fighting Warriour, and Recording Muſe: 
His B:d coud once a Fruitfull Iflue boaſt : 
Now more thai half a Father's Name 1s loft. 
His Eldeſt Hope, with every Grace adorn'd, 
By me (fo Heav'n will have it) always Mourn'd,; 
And always honour'd, ſnatcht in Manhoods prime 
By unequal Fatcs, and Providences crime: 
Yet not before the Goal of Honour won, 
All parts fulfill'd of Subject and of Son ; 
Swift was the Race, but ſhort the Time to run. 
Oh Narrow Circle, but of Pow'r Divine, 


Scanted in Space, but perfect in thy Line ! 
By Sea, by Land, thy Matchleſs Worth was known ; 


Arms thy Delight, 'and War wasall thy Own: 
Thy force, Infus'd, the fainting Tyrians prop'd : 
And Haughty Pharaoh found his Fortune ſtop'd. 
Oh Ancient Honour, Oh Unconquer'd Hand, 
Whom Foes unpuniſh'd never cou'd withſtand! 
But Iſrael was unworthy of thy Birth; 

Short 1s the date of all Immoderate Worth. 

It looks as Heaven our Ruine had deſign'd, 

And durſt nor truſt thy Fortune and thy Mind. 
Now, fre: from Earth, thy diſencumbred Soul 
Mounts up,and leaves behind theClouds andStarry Pole: 


From 
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From thence thy, kindred: legions mayſt thou bring 
To aid che guardian Angel of thy King. : . . 
Here ſtop my Muſe, here: ccale thy painfull flight ; 
No Pinions can. purſuc Immorral height: 
Tell good Barzillai thou canſt, fing no more, 
And tell thy Soul, ſhe ſhould: have fled before ; 
Or fled ſhe with his life, and left this. Verſe 
To hang on her departed Patron's Herſe ? 
Now take thy ſteepy flight from heaven, and ſec 
If thou canſt find on carth another He, 
Another he would be too hard to find, 
See then whom thou canſt ſee not far behind. 
Zadock the Prieſt, whom, ſbunning Power and Place, 
His lowly mind adyanc'd.to. David's Grace : 
With hinv the Sagan of Jeruſalem , 
Of hoſpitable Soul' and noble Stem; 
Him of the Weſtern dome, whoſe weghty ſenſe 
Flows in fit words and heavenly cloquence. 
The Prophets Sons by ſuch example lcd, 
To Learning and to Loyalty were bred : 
For Colleges on bounteous Kings depend, 
And never Rebell was to Arts:a friend. 


To theſe ſucceed the Pillars of the Laws ; 
Who beſt cou'd plead and beſt can judge a Cauſe: 


Next them a train of Loyal. Peers aſcend : 
Sharp judging Adrte/ the Muſes friend, 
Himſelf a Muſe---In Sanhedrins debate 

True to his Prince ; but not. a Slave of State. 
Whom David's love with Honours did adorn, 
That from his diſobedicnt Son were torn: 
Zotham of ready wit and pregnant thought, 
Indew'd by nature, and by karning taught 
To move Aſſemblies, who but onely try'd 
The worſe awlule, then choſe the berter fide ; 
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Norchoſe alone; bur ttirn'd the balance too; - | 
So much the-weight of one brave than can' doe: 
Huſbai the friend of David in diſtreſs. 
In publick ſtorms of manly ſtedfaltneſs ; 
By foreign treaties he inform?d his Youth; | 
And join'd experienceto his native*trurh. 
His frugal care ſupply d the wanting Throne, 
Frugal for that, but bounteous of his own : 
'Tis eaſy conduct when Exchequersflow, 
But hard the task to manage well chelow : 
For Soveraign power is too depreft or high, 
When Kings are forc'd to fell, or Crowds to buy. 
Indulge one labour more my weary Mufe,” 
For Amiel, who can Amie/Spraiſe refuſe > - 


Of ancient race by birth, but nobler yer 
In his own worth, and. without Title great : | 


The Sanhedrin long time. as chict he rul'd, 
Their Reaſon guided and ther Paſſion coold ; 
So dexterous was he in the Crawn's defence, i 
So form'd to ſpeak a Loyal Nation's Senlc, 

That as their band was 1ke/'s Tribes in ſmall, 
So fit was he to repreſent them all. 

Now raſher Chariotecrs the Seat aſcend, 
Whoſe looſe Carriers his fteady Skill commend : 
They like th'unequal Ruler of the Day, 
Miſguide the Seaſons and miſtake the. Way ; 
While he withdrawn at their mad Labour ſmiles, 
And fafe enjoys the Sabbath of his Toyls. 


Of Worthyes, in the Breach who dar'd to ſtand, 
And tempt th'united Fury of the Land. 
With grief they view'd ſuch powertulEngincs beat, 
To batter down the lawful Government. . _ 


Theſe were the chief, a {mall but faithful Band 
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A numerous Faction with pretended frights, 

In Sanhedrins to plume the Regal Rights. 

The true Succeſlour frgm the Court remoy'd: 
The Plot, by hircling Witneſſes improv'd. 

Theſe Ills they ſaw, and as.their Duty bound, 
They ſhew'd the King the danger of the Wound : 
That no Conceſſions from the Throne woud pleaſe, 
Burt Lenitives fomented the Diſeaſe : 

Thar Abſalom, ambitious of the Crown, 

Was made the Lure todraw-the People down: 
Thar falſe AchitopheP's pcrnitious Hate, 

Had turn'd the Plot to Ruine Church and State: 
The Councill violent, the Rabble worſe 

Thar Shimei taught Jeruſalem to Curlc. 


With all theſe loads of Injuries oppreſt, 
Andlong revolving, in his carefull Breaſt, 
Th event of things ; at laſt his patience tir'd, 
Thus from his Royal Throne by Heay'n infpir'd, 
The God-like David ſpoke : with awfull fear 
His Train their Maker in their Maſter hear. 


Thus long havel, by native mercy fway'd, 
My wrongs diſſembl'd, my revenge delay'd : 
Sowilling to forgive th' Offending Age, 

So much the Father did the King aflwage. 
But now.ſofar my Clemency they ſlight, 
Th' Offenders queſtion my Forgiving Right. 
That one was made for many, they contend : 
Bur *tisto Rule, . for that's a Monarch's End. 
They call my tenderneſs of Blood, my Fear * 
Though Manly temperscan the longeſt bear. 
Yet, ſince they will diycre my Native courſe, 
Tis time to ſhew I am-not Good by Force. 


_— Thoſe 
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Thoſe heap'd Aﬀronts that haughty Subjects bring; 
Are burthens for a Camel, not a King : 
Kings arc the publick Pillars of «the Stare, 
Born to ſuſtain and prop the Nations weight : 
If my Young Semſon will pretend a Call 
To ſhake the Column, let him ſhare the Fall- 
Poor piticd Youth, by my Paternal care, 
Rais'd up toall the Height his Frame cond bear: 
Had God ordain'd his fate for Empire born, 
He woud have given his Soul another turn: 
Gulld with a Patriots name, whoſe Modern ſenſe 
Is one that would by Law deſtroy his Prince : 
The Peoples Brave, the Politicians Tool ; 
Never was Patriot yet, but was a Fool. 
Whence comes it that Religion and the Laws 
Should more be Abſalom's than David's Cauſe ? 
His old InftruQor, e'rc he loſt his Place, 
Was never thought indu'd with ſo much Grace. 
Good Heav'ns, how Faction cana Patriot Paint! 
My Rebel ever proves my Peoples Saint ; 
Would 7 hey impoſe an Har upon che Throne? / 
Let Sanhedrins be-taught to give their Own. 
A King's at Kalt apart of Government, 
And mine as requifiee as their Conſent : 
Without my Leaye a future King to chooſe, 
Infersa Riglitthe Preſent to Depoſe- 
True, they Petmion me t'approve their Chile, 
But Eſaz's Hands fue all with Facob's Voice. 
My Pious Subjects for my Safety pray; 
Which to Secuxe they take my Power : arch 
From Plots and Treafons Heaven preſerve my years, 
But Save me. moſt from my Perinoners. 
Unfatiate as the barren Womb or Grave, 


God cannot Grant fo much as they can Crave. 
What 
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What then isleft but with a Jealous Eyc 
To guard the Small remains of Royalty ? 
The Law ſhall fill direct my peacctull Sway, 
And the ſame Law teach Rebels ro Obey : 
Votes ſhall no more Eſtabliſh'd Pow'r controul, 
Such Vores as make a Part exceed the Whole: 
No groundleſs Clamours ſhall my Friends remove, 
Nor Crowds have power to Puniſh e're they Prove: 
For Gods, and Godlike Kings their Care expreſs, 
Still ro Defend their Seryants ih diftreſs. 
Oh that my Power to Saving were confin'd: 
Why am I torc'd, like Heaven, againſt my min 
To make Examples of another Kind ? 
Maſt I at length the Sword of Juſtice draw ? 
Oh curſt Effects of neceſſary Law ! 
How ill my Fear they by my Mercy ſcan, 
Beware the Fury of a Patient Man. 
Law they require, let Law then'ſhew her Face; 
They coud not be content to look on Grace, 
Her hinder parts, but with a daring Eye 
To tempt the terror of her Front, and Dye. 
By their own arts 'tis Righteouſly decreed, 
Thoſe dire Artificers of Death ſhall bleed. 
Againſt themſelves their Witneſles will Swear, 
Till Viper-like their Mother Plot they tear : 
And ſuck for Nutriment that bloody gore 
Which was their Principle of Life before. 


| Their Belial with their Bel/zebub will fight; 


Thus on my Foes, my Foes ſhall do me Right : 
Nor doubt th' event : for Factious crowds engage 
In their firſt Onſer, all their Brutal Rage ; 

Then, let *em take an unrefiſted Courſe, 

Retire and Traverſe, and Delude their Force : 


But 
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